PREFACE.

THOSE who feel dissatisfied with the current con-
ceptions of Christ, if they cannot vowt content
without a definite opinion, may find it necessary
to do what to persons not so dissatisfied it smns
audacious and perilous to do. They may be
obliged to reconsider the whole subject from the
beginning, and placing themselves in imagination
at the time when he whom we call Christ bore
no such name, but was simply, as St. Luke de-
scribes him, a young man of promise, popular
with those who knew him and appearing to
enjoy the Divine favour, to trace his biography
from point to point, and accept those conclusions
about him, not which church doctors or even
apostles -have sealed with their authority, but
which the facts themselves, critically weighed,
appear to warrant.

This is what the present writer undertook to
do for the  satisfaction  of his own mind, and